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DEPARTMENT OF ARTS AND EDUCATION 

COURSE OUTLINE – Fall 2022 

SO2250 (A2): Criminology – 3 (3-0-0) 45 Hours for 15 Weeks 

 

Northwestern Polytechnic acknowledges that our campuses are located on Treaty 8 territory, the ancestral 

and present-day home to many diverse First Nations, Metis, and Inuit people. We are grateful to work, live 

and learn on the traditional territory of Duncan's First Nation, Horse Lake First Nation, and Sturgeon 

Lake Cree Nation, who are the original caretakers of this land. 

  

We acknowledge the history of this land, and we are thankful for the opportunity to walk together in 

friendship, where we will encourage and promote positive change for present and future generations. 

 

INSTRUCTOR:  Dr. Kris D’Amuro PHONE: (780) 539-2831 
OFFICE: C-306 E-MAIL: kdamuro@nwpolytech.ca 

OFFICE HOURS: T: 13:00 to 14:00, other times by appointment.  
 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

 

This is an introduction to the study and analysis of crime from a sociological perspective. The course 

attempts to answer several questions. How much crime is there in Canada? Who are the criminals and 

what are they like? Why do people engage in criminal behaviour? What are we doing to stop or at least 

reduce crime in our society? 

 

PREREQUISITE(S)/COREQUISITE: SO1000 Introductory Sociology, or equivalent. 

 
REQUIRED TEXT/RESOURCE MATERIALS:  

 

Schmalleger and Volk (2022). Canadian Criminology Today: Theories and Applications, 7th Canadian Edition. 
  

DELIVERY MODE(S): In person; (D308) Tuesdays and Thursdays 14:30 – 15:50 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  

 

1. Understand the framework for studying criminology (history, research methods, data sources).  

2. Learn the dominate theories used by criminologists. 

3. Learn the typologies of criminal behaviour. 
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LEARNING OUTCOMES:  
 

• Apply knowledge to be able to navigate the content and structure of the Criminal Code of Canada. 

• Understand the process by which criminal laws are enacted. 

• Design and formulate crime prevention strategies based on an understanding theory. 
 

TRANSFERABILITY:  

Please consult the Alberta Transfer Guide for more information. You may check to ensure the 
transferability of this course at the Alberta Transfer Guide main page http://www.transferalberta.ca. 
 
* Grade of D or D+ may not be acceptable for transfer to other post-secondary institutions. Students are 
cautioned that it is their responsibility to contact the receiving institutions to ensure 
transferability 
 

EVALUATIONS:  

• Response Essays (2 @10% each)  

• Research Project 30%  

• Midterm Exam 20%  

• Final Exam 30% 

 

GRADING CRITERIA: 

Please note that most universities will not accept your course for transfer credit  

IF your grade is less than C-.  

 

Alpha  

Grade 

4-point 

Equivalent 

Percentage 

Guidelines 

 Alpha 

Grade 

4-point 

Equivalent 

Percentage 

Guidelines 

A+ 4.0 100  C+ 2.3 70-74 

A 4.0 95-99  C 2.0 65-69 

A- 3.7 90-94  C- 1.7 60-64 

B+ 3.3 85-89  D+ 1.3 55-59 

B 3.0 80-84  D 1.0 50-54 

B- 2.7 75-79  F 0.0 00-49 
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COURSE SCHEDULE/TENTATIVE TIMELINE: 
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STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES:  

 

You are required not only to attend class but to contribute as well. This means that simply showing up for 

class is not enough, you must also contribute to class discussions. You are expected to complete assigned 

readings prior to class, as we will discuss these readings during lecture. Keeping track of due dates for 

assignments is your responsibility. There may be occasional reminders, but that will not necessarily 

happen. 

 

I strongly encourage students having trouble with course material to schedule an appointment with me as 

soon as they are aware they are encountering difficulties and well before deadlines occur.  All students who 

make a good faith effort to engage and understand the material should perform well in this course. I am 

available as a resource to help you succeed, please do not be afraid to ask for my help.  If you are unable to 

speak with me before/after class or during office hours and must resort to email, be sure to include 

SO2250 in the subject field. 

 

STATEMENT ON PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING: 

 

Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated and there will be penalties. For a more precise definition of 
plagiarism and its consequences, refer to the Student Conduct section of the Northwestern Polytechnic 
Calendar at https://www.nwpolytech.ca/programs/calendar/ or the Student Rights and Responsibilities 
policy which can be found at https://www.nwpolytech.ca/about/administration/policies/index.html. 
 
*Note: all Academic and Administrative policies are available on the same page. 
 

 

Additional Information: 
 

Late Submission Policy:  

 

You are expected to submit assignments on time, though you are always welcome to submit them early. 

That said, I understand that missing a deadline is sometimes unavoidable and I am willing to accept late 

assignments with a penalty.  

 

The penalty structure is as follows:  

 

Submitted within 24 hours of the due date: 25% penalty.  

Submitted beyond 24 hours but before 48 hours of the due date: 50% penalty.  

Submitted beyond 48 hours after the due date: 100% penalty (not accepted).  

 

Exceptions to this penalty structure will only be made under extreme circumstances and with appropriate 

documentation. 
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Requesting Deadline Extensions:  

 

If you know you will not be able to meet a deadline, please email your request at least 24 hours before the 

deadline since an extension may only be granted if it is requested in advance. Extension requests received 

on or after the due date will not be entertained.  

 

When requesting an extension please include the following in your email:  

 

• Your name.  

• The course number (SO2250).  

• The name of the assignment you are requesting an extension for.  

• Your proposed alternate due date.  

 

Please DO NOT include a rationale (do not provide reasons why) you are making this request, as this 

information is typically not necessary when a reasonable alternate due date is requested. 

 

I will either approve or deny your request in an email reply. If your request is approved, I encourage you to 

keep the approval email until your extended submission is graded. The email is your proof of extension 

and the only evidence I will accept to correct an accidental application of late penalties.  
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Universal Grading Rubric:  

This rubric is your guide for assessment grading. 

 

 


