GRANDE PRAIRIE REGIOMAL COLLEGE
The Department of
ARTS, EDUCATION, & COMMERCE

CEOORSE QUTLINE lassg
ENGLISHE 2950: I WRIT rose

CREDIT: 3 (3-0} aT
LEVEL: Senior English Writing {composition & literature)

INSTRUCTOR : Dr. Elroy Deimerxt, PhD
office: C426 phone: 539-2984 fax: SIR-3947
E-MAIL: deimertagprc.ab.ca

PREREQUISITE: EN 1010, EN 1000, or egquivalence as well as the
instructor's consent (based on some demonstrated
atrempts at creative writing in the form of a small
portfolio turned in to the ingtructor 5 days before
the start of classes).

APPLICABLE PROGRAMS: B.A. English, B.A. General Studies

METHOD OF DELIVERY: GFRC, Classroom modes--mostly seminars and
wark-shops, with some lectures.

CLASS SIZE: probably 15-20, but the official maximum is still 2ig

CLASS SCHEDULE: Fall semesters, September through December
Tuesday evenings 18:30 to 21:20

ECOPE: ENGLISH 2950 INTRO. TO CREATIVE WRITING: Prose utbilizes

seminars and creative writing work-shops designad for
"apprentice" writers (novice-level or better) who have
the demonstrated motivation to write regularly over the
courge <f the semaster, Students Ilearn from the
ingtructor (and from each other to some extent] some of
the basic skills in handling point-of-view, language
styles, editing, dialogic and polyphonic wveoicing, and
some basic structures for the various genres. They also
learn to assthetically evaluate prose in various genres,
a5 represented by the works of masters and by their own
calleagques’ works. Students learn to actively c¢ritigue
thelr colleagues’ writings as well as their own. They
also learn how and where to sgubmit manuscripts for
publication, as they garner information about the small
presses, literary agents; literary contests, licerary
magazines, and the publishing industry in general,
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CALENDAR DESCRIPTICON:

EN 2950 emphasizes principles and practices aimed at
weilliy publishable prose in various genres like, short
stories, novels, prose drama, dramatic manologues for the
broadcast media markets, creative non-fiction, etg. The
course targets "apprentice" writers (novice level or
better} who have dome demonstrated motlvation toward
creative writing. Writing workshops and seminars to
develop the stwdent’s critiecal skills are also
supplemented by information about publication, literary
markets, literary agents, editors and other relevant
technical knowledge.

TEXTS: Cassill, R.V. The Norton Anthology of Short Fiction.

There are no other required texts, but there will be
other required readings including the writings of various
masters in the ficrion genres, and readings aboub the
creative writing process. These will be on reserve in
the GPRC Library or readily available in public libraries
and bookstores,

Bakhtin, M, M. T iglogiec T ation, U of Texag Press.
Birney, Earl. The Creatiwve Writer. C.B.C.

Hills, Rust, riting i enaeral e Shor in Parti .
Hodgins, Jack. A Pagsion for Narrative, MsS.

Minot, Stephen. Three Genre. Preptice Hall,

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS: provided through GPRC Library and Media
Services. OGPRC is a member of NORALINE,

INSTRUCTIONAL DESIGN & CURRICULUNM: This will follow standard
practices of introductory creative writing courses at the
university lewvel. Students will submit their own work to be
distributed by the instructor among the students of the clags.
Students will be rtaught to give both positive and critiecsl
"feedback® to the writer of the work in a sensitive and
constructive manner, based on assthetic principles tauvght by
the instructor and modelled Ly some of the masters ia the

genres, Short seminars and lectures on important areas of
craft and style (like handling of point-of-view, imagery, and
language styles] are included. The eguivalent of four

substantial short prose works (about 50 pages of a novel,
Btories, novella, or other genres) are regquired for credirt,
Manugcripts (chapters, stories, ete.) are due at the end of
=ach month and will be graded by the stanine system,

EVALUATION: Four short prose works averaging 3,000 words per
manuscript {or equivalent) are greguired {as a
minimum) . The final works will be weighted more
than thea first (ie. 15%, 25%, 30%, and 30%)
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ANSTRUCTOR 'S BACKGROUND TM CREATIVE WRITING

Mr. Deimert’s background in Creatiwve Writing includes four
undergraduate Creative Writing courses (from Christopher Wiseman,
Bert Almon, Stanley Cooperman, and Marion Engel), an M.A. English
Lit. & Creative Writing including a graduate seminar in Creative
Writing with Alistair Macleod as supervisor, Banff Centre Winter
Cycle [one of ten "promising" writers choseén nation wide] working
with Sid Marty and Irving Layton, and a & month pest-graduate
semester in Creative Writing {Vermont College, U. of Norwich) where
he completed some dramatic monologues (for radio) and a novel .

He has taught Creative Writing for GPRC for several yedrs. At
least two of hig students have published novels (at leas=t one has
been Ctranglaced in Europe), Several ex-students hawve been
publizhed by Mr. Deimert locally, through a modest one-man shoe-
string press called Smoky Peace Press.

He also has had five dramatic monologues produced by CBC Radio
Edmonton, one of which was broadcast nationally (Dire Merchant).
He has also published several poems, and participated in gewveral
readings (U, of Calgary, Edmonton, Windser Press Cluby, 0. of
Windsor, and Grande Prairie). In copllaboration with Sheryl
Deimert, he has translated and published some poetry by ¢elebrated
Quebecols authors, Saint-Denys Garneau and Michael Beaulieu, in
Ellipss, a comparative Canadian Literature journal from University
of Sherbrooke. He is currently wrapping ub regearch and beginning
the first draft on a historical novel partially set against the
backdrop of Canadian social upheaval during the Great Depression.




