
  
DEPARTMENT  OF  FINE  ARTS  

COURSE  OUTLINE  –  WINTER  2016  
AR1370  A3:  Visual  Fundamentals  II  –  3  (3-­0-­3)UT  90  Hours  

  
INSTRUCTOR:  Twyla  Exner      PHONE:  780-­539-­2723  
OFFICE:               L118         EMAIL:  TExner@gprc.ab.ca  
OFFICE  HOURS:     By  appointment.    Please  email  to  make  appointment.  
  
CALENDAR  DESCRIPTION:  
A  studio-­based  course  with  emphasis  on  the  understanding  of  two  and  three  
dimensional  design  dynamics  of  visual  form.  A  basic  course  where  you  will  be  
introduced  to  various  concepts  and  projects  using  a  variety  of  art  media.  The  
second  part  of  the  course  will  build  upon  the  knowledge  of  Part  I  and  study  color  
theory.    
  
PREREQUISITE:    AR1360  
  
REQUIRED  TEXT/RESOURCE  MATERIALS:    
No  text  required.    List  of  materials  will  be  supplied  by  instructor.    You  will  be  
expected  to  have  the  listed  materials  with  you  EVERY  CLASS.  
  
DELIVERY  MODE:  Lecture  and  Lab.  
  
COURSE  OBJECTIVES:  
By  the  end  of  this  course  students  will:  

•   Learn  to  perceive,  identify  and  apply  the  basic  elements  of  art,  principles  
of  design,  and  the  creative  process.    They  will  begin  to  communicate  
visually  expressed  information  while  understanding  nature  and  abstract  
relationships.  

•   Continue  to  equip  themselves  with  a  visual  and  verbal  vocabulary.  
•   Develop  critical  and  aesthetic  criteria.  
•   Broaden  their  awareness,  understanding  and  aesthetic  appreciation  of  art.  
•   Further  identify  their  own  values  in  relationship  to  their  environment.  
•   Develop  basic  skills  and  techniques.  
•   Develop  basic  understanding  of  various  media  and  how  to  apply  it  to  the  
production  of  art.  

•   Learn  to  maintain  safe  practices  in  studio  and  production  of  work.  
  
LEARNING  OUTCOMES:  

•   To   broaden   the   students   understanding   and   working   knowledge   of   the  
elements   and   principles   of   visual   language.      Basic   elements   of   design:  



form,   line,   shape,   value,   texture,   colour,   space   and   the   principles   of  
organization:  rhythm,  balance,  scale/proportion  and  movement.  

•   An   emphasis   on   the   exploration   and   the   thinking   skills   required   in   the  
production  of  a  dynamic  composition.  

•   The   student   will   begin   to   explore   seeing/identifying,   imagining   and  
problem   solving   with   emphasis   on   an   individual   and   collective   creative  
approaches,   thus,  contributing   to   their  understanding  and  appreciation  of  
the  relationship  between  art  and  other  disciplines.  

•   Demonstrate  self-­discipline  required  to  make  art  in  a  professional  manner.  
•   Further  build  and  construct  in  both  two  and  three-­dimensional  design.  

  
TRANSFERABILITY:  
University   of   Alberta*   |   University   of   Calgary   |   University   of   Lethbridge   |  
Athabasca   University   |   Concordia   University   College   |   Canadian   University  
College   |  King’s  University  College   |  Augustana  Faculty,  University   of  Alberta   |  
Other  
  
*Asterisk   indicates   important   transfer   information.     Consult   the  Alberta  Transfer  
Guide.  
  
Expect   to   have   a   portfolio   of   works  when   applying   for   transfer.      Double   check  
Receiving  University  transfer  guide.  
  
**Grade  of  D  or  D+  may  not  be  acceptable  for  transfer  to  other  post-­secondary  
institutions.    Students  are  cautioned  that  it  is  their  responsibility  to  contact  the  
receiving  institutions  to  ensure  transferability.  
  
EVALUATIONS:  
Assignments   are   designed   to   incorporate   techniques,   ideas,   and   contexts  
learned  and  discussed  in  class  throughout  the  semester.  
  
Assessment  Criteria: 
Projects  &  Assignments:         75%    
Sketchbook:               10%      
Visiting  Artists  &  Gallery  Visits:              5%   
Attendance:                 10%       
  
Projects  &  Assignments:  Include  in-­class  projects  and  homework  assignments.    
Grading  is  ongoing  and  as  per  assignment  due  dates.    Assignments  will  be  given  
in  class  and  posted  to  Moodle.      
  
Sketchbooks:    Contains  lecture  notes,  assignments,  critique  notes,  sketches,  in-­
class  projects,  artist  presentation  notes,  artist  studies,  gallery  visit  notes  and  
some  in-­class  assignments.  
  
Visiting  Artists  &  Gallery  Visits:    You  must  attend  visiting  artist  presentations,  



sign  in  and  take  notes.    You  will  be  expected  to  visit  Art  Galleries  over  the  
semester  and  provide  written  notes  and  sketches  in  your  sketchbook.      
  
Attendance  grade  is  based  on  a  mathematical  formula.    There  are  25  classes  in  
the  course.    Attend  all  classes  arriving  on  time  and  staying  until  the  end:   
25/25  =  100  =  10%.  
  
Mid-­term  grades:  are  based  upon  assignments  completed  to  date.    Mid-­term  is  
an  indicator  grade  only  for  the  student’s  reference  on  his/her  performance  in  the  
course.      

Critiques:    When  a  critique  is  scheduled,  your  work  must  be  on  your  person  and  
ready  to  present  at  the  start  of  class.    Critique  participation  is  part  of  your  grade.    
  
Please  feel  free  to  talk  to  me  concerning  your  work.  I  am  available  to  
discuss  works  in  progress.    Please  email  to  set  up  a  meeting.  
  
Successful  completion  of  this  course  is  dependent  upon  prompt  and  regular  
attendance  as  well  as  assignments  being  executed  thoroughly  and  on  time.  All  
such  requirements  are  the  student’s  responsibility.  A  suggested  minimum  of  4  
hours  should  be  applied  to  your  art  practice  outside  of  class  time.  Late  
attendance,  assignments  and  absences  will  result  in  grade  reductions.  
  
Attendance  is  mandatory  |  Department  Guidelines:  
More  than  20%  absenteeism  may  constitute  a  failure  except  for  medical  or  
extenuating  circumstances  in  which  case  a  doctor’s  letter  may  be  required.    
Students  will  receive  a  warning  “Notice  of  Absenteeism”  at  15%  absenteeism.  
After  20%  absenteeism,  you  may  be  required  to  withdraw  from  the  course.    20%  
absenteeism  is  equivalent  to  6  missed  classes.  
  
Refer  to  Student  Conduct,  Attendance,  page  42  of  the  college  calendar.  
  
Late  Assignments:  
Late  assignments  will  have  a  minimum  of  5%  taken  off  the  grade,  further  marks  
will  be   taken  off   the   later   the  work   is  handed   in.      It   is  your   responsibility   to  get  
your  work  to  me.    
  
GRADING  CRITERIA:  

Alpha 
Grade 

4-point 
Equivalent 

Percentage 
Guidelines 

 Alpha 
Grade 

4-point 
Equivalent 

Percentage 
Guidelines 

A+ 4.0 90-100  C+ 2.3 67-69 
A 4.0 85-89  C 2.0 63-66 
A- 3.7 80-84  C- 1.7 60-62 
B+ 3.3 77-79  D+ 1.3 55-59 
B 3.0 73-76  D 1.0 50-54 
B- 2.7 70-72  F 0.0 00-49 



COURSE  SCHEDULE/TENTATIVE  TIMELINE:  
Overview:  

•   Sketchbook:  contains  class  notes,  assignments,  critique  notes,  sketches,  
in-­class  projects,  artist  presentation  notes,  etc.  

•   Visiting  Artists  Presentations  &  Gallery  Visits:  make  sure  you  sign  in,  
take  notes  in  sketchbook.  

•   2D  Design,  Flat  or  Decorative  Space:  
Gestalt  |  Basic  Elements  and  Principles  |  Shape  &  Line  |  Positive  &  
Negative  Space  |  Balance  |  Tension  |  Contrast  &  Unity  |  Texture  |  Terms  &  
Definitions  |  Colour  Theory  

•   3D  Design,  3D  Physical  Space:  
3D  Gestalt  |  Basic  Principles  &  Terms  |  Shape  &  Line  |  Positive  &  Negative  
Space  |  Balance  |  Tension  |  Contrast  &  Unity  |  Texture  |  Mass  

  
Please  note:  students  are  welcome  to  take  notes  on  a  computer,  if  desired,  but  
notes  will  need  to  be  printed  and  pasted  into  Sketchbook  for  marking.  
  
STUDENT  RESPONSIBILITIES:  
Students  will  be  expected  to:  

•   Sign  the  Attendance  Sheet  immediately  as  you  come  into  the  classroom.  If  
you  are  late  for  class,  returning  from  a  break,  or  departing  from  class  
early,  you  must  also  log  in  the  time.  

•   Set  up  workspace  and  materials  prior  to  class  commencing  so  that  
lectures  and  demonstrations  can  proceed  uninterrupted.    These  will  not  be  
repeated  for  latecomers.  

•   Bring  the  required  supplies  for  every  class.    If  you  have  missed  a  previous  
class,  it  is  your  responsibility  to  ask  your  fellow  students  or  the  instructor  
before  the  start  of  class  to  insure  that  you  have  the  appropriate  supplies  
and  materials  ready.  

•   Be  punctual.    If  you  arrive  late  you  will  have  to  ask  your  classmates  for  the  
information.    You  are  fully  responsible  for  the  material  covered  in  class,  
projects  and  due  dates.    I  will  not  be  delivering  one  on  one  classes  or  
lectures.  

•   Be  prepared  to  take  notes  and  save  class  handouts.    Handouts  will  not  be  
given  out  twice.  

•   You  are  to  maintain  a  sketch/research  book.  Each  student  must  maintain  
evidence  of  their  research  through  the  year  in  a  notebook  of  their  choice  
for  references  (class  notes,  images,  summary  of  exhibitions  content,  
critiques,  research  on  specific  related  topics,  etc.).  

•   As  this  is  a  shared  studio  space  and  due  to  health  and  safety  reasons  it  is  
expected  that  you  will  put  your  materials,  artworks,  etc  away  at  the  end  of  
class.    Any  materials  left  outside  of  storage  may  not  be  there  when  your  
return.  

•   Respect  and  take  pride  and  care  of  your  work.    You  will  need  examples  for  
your  portfolios  to  apply  to  other  institutions.    Expect  to  have  a  portfolio  of  
works  when  applying  for  transfer.  



•   Take  notes  on  content  in  class  and  visiting  artist’s  lectures  and  ensure  
those  notes  are  put  into  your  sketchbook  /  journal.  

•   Make  a  serious  and  thoughtful  effort  in  applying  various  ideas  and  
approaches  introduced  in  class  demonstrated  through  projects,  
assignments  and  personal  investigations.  

•   Students  will  be  expected  to  think  critically  and  respond  to  the  issues  and  
content  presented  in  class.  

•   Students  will  be  expected  to  consistently  and  professionally  invest,  
engage  and  contribute  to  the  overall  studio  environment/community.  

  
Due   to   the   studio  focus   of   this   course,   perfect   attendance   is   expected.  Missed  
classes  and   lack  of  participation  will  be  reflected   in  your  evaluation  and  missed  
demonstrations  cannot  be  repeated.  Every  class  will  include  valuable  information  
requiring  you  to  keep  notes  on  demonstrations  and  lectures.  
  
Active  and  invested  participation  are  required  in  this  class.  It  is  your  
energy  that  will  provide  a  dynamic  and  productive  work  environment.  
  
Electronic  Devices:  
All  cell  phones  must  be  turned  to  silent  and  be  put  away  during  class  time,  no  
texting.    No  use  of  ipods  or  mp3  players  is  permitted  during  class  time  unless  
specified  by  me.    Failure  to  do  so  will  result  in  you  being  asked  to  leave  the  class.  
  
Materials:  
Many   of   the   materials   for   this   class   will   be   the   same   as   used   in   Visual  
Fundamentals  I.    You  will  be  required  to  purchase  acrylic  paints  for  this  course.    
Please   wait   for   specific   instructions   on   which   type   of   paints   to   purchase.      A  
materials  list  will  be  handed  out  in  class  and  posted  to  Moodle.  
  
Projected  costs:  $250.00-­$350.00      
  
Where   to   purchase   art   supplies:   Bookstore,  Center   for  Creative  Arts,  Michaels  
(download  a  coupon  online  when  going  to  Michaels)  
  
Facility  Access:  
Students   will   have   access   to   Studio   A   from   8:30am-­11:30pm,   7   days   a   week  
once  Security  access  on  their  student’s  cards  has  been  activated.  
  
STATEMENT  ON  PLAGIARISM  AND  CHEATING:  
Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated and there will be penalties. For a more 
precise definition of plagiarism and its consequences, refer to the Student Conduct 
section of the College Admission Guide at http://www.gprc.ab.ca/programs/calendar/ or 
the College Policy on Student Misconduct: Plagiarism and Cheating at 
www.gprc.ab.ca/about/administration/policies/**  
 
**Note: all Academic and Administrative policies are available on the same page. 


